Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Nov. 30

Remarks on the War on Terror in
Annapolis, Maryland
November 30, 2005

Thank you. Please be seated. Please be
seated. Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s
good to be back at the Naval Academy. I'm
pleased to provide a convenient excuse for
you to miss class.

This is the first year that every class of
Midshipmen at this Academy arrived after
the attacks of September the 11th, 2001.
Each of you has volunteered to wear our Na-
tion’s uniform in a time of war, knowing all
the risks and dangers that accompany mili-
tary service. Our citizens are grateful for your
devotion of duty, and America is proud of
the men and women at the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy.
I thank Admiral Rempt for his invitation
to come and give this speech. I appreciate
Admiral Mike Mullen. I'm traveling today
with a man who’s done a fine job as the Sec-
retary of Defense, Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld—Navy Aviator Don
Rumsfeld. I'm proud that the Governor of
the great State of Maryland, Bob Ehrlich,
and his wife, Kendel, is with us. Thanks for
being here, Governor.

So appreciate that Members of the United
States Congress have joined us, starting with
the Chairman of the Senate Armed Services
Committee, Senator John Warner of the
State of Virginia—former Secretary of the
United States Navy, I might add. Chairman
of the House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence, Congressman Pete Hoekstra,
from the State of Arizona, Congressman John
Shadegg, and from the State of Indiana, Con-
gressman Mike Pence, I'm honored you all
came. Thanks for being here.

Appreciate the mayor of the city of Annap-
olis, Mayor Ellen Moyer, joining us. I want
to thank all the State and local officials. I
want to thank the faculty members here.
Thank you all for letting me come by.

Six months ago, I came here to address
the graduating class of 2005. I spoke to them
about the importance of their service in the
first war of the 21st century, the global war
on terror. I told the class of 2005 that 4 years
at this Academy had prepared them morally,
mentally, and physically for the challenges
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ahead. And now they’re meeting those chal-
lenges as officers of the United States Navy
and Marine Corps.

Some of your former classmates are train-
ing with Navy SEAL teams that will storm
terrorist safe houses in lightning raids. Others
are preparing to lead Marine rifle platoons
that will hunt the enemy in the mountains
of Afghanistan and the streets of Iraqi cities.
Others are training as naval aviators who will
fly combat missions over the skies of Afghani-
stan and Iraq and elsewhere. Still others are
training as sailors and submariners who will
deliver the combat power of the United
States to the farthest regions of the world
and deliver compassionate assistance to those
suffering from natural disasters. Whatever
their chosen mission, every graduate of the
class of 2005 is bringing honor to the uniform
and helping us bring victory in the war on
terror.

In the years ahead, you'll join them in the
fight. Your service is needed because our Na-
tion is engaged in a war that is being fought
on many fronts, from the streets of Western
cities to the mountains of Afghanistan, the
islands of Southeast Asia, and the Horn of
Africa. This war is going to take many turns,
and the enemy must be defeated on every
battlefield. Yet the terrorists have made it
clear that Iraq is the central front in their
war against humanity, and so we must recog-
nize Iraq as the central front in the war on
terror.

As we fight the enemy in Iraq, every man
and woman who volunteers to defend our
Nation deserves an unwavering commitment
to the mission and a clear strategy for victory.
A clear strategy begins with a clear under-
standing of the enemy we face. The enemy
in Iraq is a combination of rejectionists,
Saddamists, and terrorists. The rejectionists
are by far the largest group. These are ordi-
nary Iraqis, mostly Sunni Arabs, who miss
the privileged status they had under the re-
gime of Saddam Hussein, and they reject an
Iraq in which they’re no longer the dominant
group.

Not all Sunnis fall into the rejectionist
camp. Of those that do, most are not actively
fighting us, but some give aid and comfort
to the enemy. Many Sunnis boycotted the
January elections, yet as democracy takes
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hold in Iraq, they are recognizing that opting
out of the democratic process has hurt their
interests. And today, those who advocate vio-
lent opposition are being increasingly iso-
lated by Sunnis who choose peaceful partici-
pation in the democratic process. Sunnis
voted in the recent constitutional ref-
erendum in large numbers, and Sunni coali-
tions have formed to compete in next
month’s elections—or this month’s elections.
We believe that over time, most rejectionists
will be persuaded to support a democratic
Iraq led by a Federal Government that is a
strong enough Government to protect minor-
ity rights.

The second group that makes up the
enemy in Iraq is smaller but more deter-
mined. It contains former regime loyalists
who held positions of power under Saddam
Hussein, people who still harbor dreams of
returning to power. These hardcore
Saddamists are trying to foment antidemo-
cratic sentiment amongst the larger Sunni
community. They lack popular support and
therefore cannot stop Iraq’s democratic
progress. And over time, they can be
marginalized and defeated by the Iraqi peo-
ple and the security forces of a free Iraq.

The third group is the smallest but the
most lethal, the terrorists affiliated with or
inspired by Al Qaida. Many are foreigners
who are coming to fight freedom’s progress
in Iraq. This group includes terrorists from
Saudi Arabia and Syria and Iran and Egypt
and Sudan and Yemen and Libya and other
countries. Our commanders believe they’re
responsible for most of the suicide bombings
and the beheadings and the other atrocities
we see on our television.

They're led by a brutal terrorist named
Zarqawi, Al Qaida’s chief of operations in
Iraq, who has pledged his allegiance to
Usama bin Laden. Their objective is to drive
the United States and coalition forces out of
Iraq, and to use the vacuum that would be
created by an American retreat to gain con-
trol of the country. They would then use Iraq
as a base from which to launch attacks against
America and overthrow moderate govern-
ments in the Middle East and try to establish
a totalitarian Islamic empire that reaches
from Indonesia to Spain. That’s their stated
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objective. That’s what their leadership has
said.

These terrorists have nothing to offer the
Iraqi people. All they have is the capacity
and the willingness to kill the innocent and
create chaos for the cameras. They are trying
to shake our will to achieve their stated ob-
jectives. They will fail. America’s will is
strong, and they will fail because the power—
because the will to power is no match for
the universal desire to live in liberty.

The terrorists in Iraq share the same ide-
ology as the terrorists who struck the United
States on September the 11th. Those terror-
ists share the same ideology with those who
blew up commuters in London and Madrid,
murdered tourists in Bali, workers in Riyadh,
and guests at a wedding in Amman, Jordan.
Just last week, they massacred Iraqi children
and their parents at a toy giveaway outside
an Iragi hospital.

This is an enemy without conscience, and
they cannot be appeased. If we're not fight-
ing and destroying this enemy in Iraq, they
would not be idle. They would be plotting
and killing Americans across the world and
within our own borders. By fighting these
terrorists in Iraq, Americans in uniform are
defeating a direct threat to the American
people. Against this adversary, there is only
one effective response: We will never back
down; we will never give in; and we will never
accept anything less than complete victory.

To achieve victory over such enemies, we
are pursuing a comprehensive strategy in
Iraq. Americans should have a clear under-
standing of this strategy—how we look at the
war, how we see the enemy, how we define
victory, and what we’re doing to achieve it.
So today we're releasing a document called
the “National Strategy for Victory in Iraq.”
This is an unclassified version of the strategy
we've been pursuing in Iraq, and it is posted
on the White House web site,
whitehouse.gov. I urge all Americans to read
it.

Our strategy in Iraq has three elements.
On the political side, we know that free soci-
eties are peaceful societies, so we're helping
the Iraqgis build a free society with inclusive
democratic institutions that will protect the
interests of all Iraqis. We're working with the
Iragis to help them engage those who can



Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Nov. 30

be persuaded to join the new Iraq and to
marginalize those who never will. On the se-
curity side, coalition and Iraqi security forces
are on the offensive against the enemy, clean-
ing out areas controlled by the terrorists and
Saddam loyalists, leaving Iraqi forces to hold
territory taken from the enemy, and fol-
lowing up with targeted reconstruction to
help Iragis rebuild their lives.

As we fight the terrorists, we're working
to build capable and effective Iraqi security
forces so they can take the lead in the fight
and eventually take responsibility for the
safety and security of their citizens without
major foreign assistance.

And on the economic side, we're helping
the Iraqis rebuild their infrastructure, reform
their economy, and build the prosperity that
will give all Iragis a stake in a free and peace-
ful Iraq. In doing all this, we've involved the
United Nations, other international organiza-
tions, our coalition partners, and supportive
regional states in helping Iraqis build their
future.

In the days ahead, T'll be discussing the
various pillars of our strategy in Iraq. Today
I want to speak in depth about one aspect
of this strategy that will be critical to the vic-
tory in Iraq, and that’s the training of Iraqi
security forces. To defeat the terrorists and
marginalize the Saddamists and rejectionists,
Iraqis need strong military and police forces.
Iraqi troops bring knowledge and capabilities
to the fight that coalition forces cannot.

Iraqis know their people. They know their
language, and they know their culture, and
they know who the terrorists are. Iragi forces
are earning the trust of their countrymen,
who are willing to help them in the fight
against the enemy. As the Iragi forces grow
in number, they’re helping to keep a better
hold on the cities taken from the enemy. And
as the Iraqi forces grow more capable, they
are increasingly taking the lead in the fight
against the terrorists. Our goal is to train
enough Iraqi forces so they can carry the
fight, and this will take time and patience.
And it’s worth the time, and it’s worth the
effort because Iragis and Americans share a
common enemy, and when that enemy is de-
feated in Iraq, Americans will be safer here
at home.
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The training of the Iraqi security forces
is an enormous task, and it always hasn’t gone
smoothly. We all remember the reports of
some Iraqi security forces running from the
fight more than a year ago. Yet in the past
year, Iraqi forces have made real progress.

At this time last year, there were only a
handful of Iraqi battalions ready for combat.
Now there are over 120 Iragi army and police
combat battalions in the fight against the ter-
rorists, typically comprised of between 350
and 800 Iraqi forces. Of these, about 80 Iraqi
battalions are fighting side by side with coali-
tion forces, and about 40 others are taking
the lead in the fight. Most of these 40 battal-
ions are controlling their own battle space
and conducting their own operations against
the terrorists with some coalition support,
and theyre helping to turn the tide of this
struggle in freedom’s favor. America and our
troops are proud to stand side by side with
these brave Iraqi fighters.

The progress of the Iraqi forces is espe-
cially clear when the recent antiterrorist op-
erations in Tall ‘Afar are compared with last
year’s assault in Fallujah. In Fallujah, the as-
sault was led by nine coalition battalions
made up primarily of United States Marines
and Army, with six Iragi battalions sup-
porting them. The Iraqis fought and sus-
tained casualties. Yet in most situations, the
Iraqi role was limited to protecting the flanks
of coalition forces and securing ground that
had already been cleared out by our troops.
This year in Tall ‘Afar, it was a very different
story.

The assault was primarily led by Iragi secu-
rity forces, 11 Iraqi battalions, backed by 5
coalition battalions providing support. Many
Iraqi units conducted their own antiterrorist
operations and controlled their own battle
space, hunting for enemy fighters and secur-
ing neighborhoods block by block. To con-
solidate their military success, Iragi units
stayed behind to help maintain law and
order, and reconstruction projects have been
started to improve infrastructure and create
jobs and provide hope.

One of the Iraqi soldiers who fought in
Tall ‘Afar was a private named Tarek Hazem.
This brave Iraqi fighter says, quote, “We're
not afraid. We’re here to protect our country.
All we feel is motivated to kill the terrorists,”
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end quote. Iragi forces not only cleared the
city; they held it. And because of the skill
and courage of the Iraqi forces, the citizens
of Tall ‘Afar were able to vote in October’s
constitutional referendum.

As TIraqi forces increasingly take the lead
in the fight against the terrorists, they’re also
taking control of more and more Iraqi terri-
tory. At this moment, over 30 Iraqi army bat-
talions have assumed primary control of their
own areas of responsibility. In Baghdad, Iraqi
battalions have taken over major sectors of
the capital, including some of the city’s
toughest neighborhoods. Last year, the area
around Baghdad’s Haifa Street was so thick
with terrorists that it earned the nickname
“Purple Heart Boulevard.” Then Iraqi forces
took responsibility for this dangerous neigh-
borhood, and attacks are now down.

Our coalition has handed over roughly 90
square miles of Baghdad province to Iragi
security forces. Iraqi battalions have taken
over responsibility for areas in south-central
Iraq, sectors of southeast Iraq, sectors of
western Iraq, and sectors of north-central
Iraq. As Iraqi forces take responsibility for
more of their own territory, coalition forces
can concentrate on training Iraqgis and hunt-
ing down high-value targets, like the terrorist
Zarqawi and his associates.

We're also transferring forward operating
bases to Iraqgi control. Over a dozen bases
in Iraq have been handed over to the Iraqi
Government, including Saddam Hussein’s
former palace in Tikrit, which has served as
the coalition headquarters in one of Iraq’s
most dangerous regions. From many of these
bases, the Iraqi security forces are planning
and executing operations against the terror-
ists and bringing security and pride to the
Iraqi people.

Progress by the Iraqi security forces has
come, in part, because we learned from our
earlier experiences and made changes in the
way we help train Iragi troops. When our
coalition first arrived, we began the process
of creating an Iraqi army to defend the coun-
try from external threats and an Iraqi civil
defense corps to help provide the security
within Iraq’s borders. The civil defense
forces did not have sufficient firepower or
training. They proved to be no match for an
enemy armed with machine guns, rocket-
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propelled grenades, and mortars, so the ap-
proach was adjusted. Working with Iraq’s
leaders, we moved the civil defense forces
into the Iraqi army. We changed the way
they're trained and equipped, and we fo-
cused the army’s mission on defeating those
fighting against a free Iraq, whether internal
or external.

Now, all Iragi army recruits receive about
the same length of basic training as new re-
cruits in the U.S. Army, a 5-week core
course, followed by an additional 3 to 7
weeks of specialized training. With coalition
help, Iragis have established schools for the
Iraqi military services, an Iraqi military acad-
emy, a noncommissioned officer academy, a
military police school, a bomb disposal
school, and NATO has established an Iraqi
Joint Staff College. There’s also an increased
focus on leadership training, with profes-
sional development courses for Iraqi squad
leaders and platoon sergeants and warrant of-
ficers and sergeants major. A new generation
of Iraqi officers is being trained, leaders who
will lead their forces with skill so they can
defeat the terrorists and secure their own
freedom.

Similar changes have taken place in the
training of the Iraqi police. When our coali-
tion first arrived, Iraqgi police recruits spent
too much time of their training in classroom
lectures, and they received limited training
in the use of small arms. This did not ade-
quately prepare them for the fight they
would face. And so we changed the way the
Iraqi police are trained. Now, police recruits
spend more of their time outside the class-
room with intensive hands-on training in
antiterrorism operations and real-world sur-
vival skills.

Iraq has now six basic police academies
and one in Jordan that together produce over
3,500 new police officers every 10 weeks.
The Baghdad police academy has simulation
models where Iraqis train to stop IED at-
tacks and operate roadblocks. And because
Iragi police are not just facing common
criminals, they are getting live-fire training
with AK—47s.

As more and more skilled Iragi security
forces have come on line, there’s been an-
other important change in the way new Iraqi
recruits are trained. When the training effort
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began, nearly all the trainers came from coa-
lition countries. Today, the vast majority of
Iraqi police and army recruits are being
taught by Iraqi instructors. By training the
trainers, we're helping Iragis create an insti-
tutional capability that will allow the Iraqi
forces to continue to develop and grow, long
after coalition forces have left Iraq.

As the training has improved, so has the
quality of the recruits being trained. Even
though the terrorists are targeting Iraqi po-
lice and army recruits, there is no shortage
of Iraqis who are willing to risk their lives
to secure the future of a free Iraq.

The efforts to include more Sunnis in the
future of Iraq were given a significant boost
earlier this year. More than 60 influential
Sunni clerics issued a fatwa calling on young
Sunnis to join the Iraqi security forces, quote,
“for the sake of preserving the souls, prop-
erty, and honor” of the Iraqi people. These
religious leaders are helping to make the
Iraqi security forces a truly national institu-
tion, one that is able to serve, protect, and
defend all the Iraqi people.

Some critics dismiss this progress and
point to the fact that only one Iragi battalion
has achieved complete independence from
the coalition. To achieve complete independ-
ence, an Iraqi battalion must do more than
fight the enemy on its own; it must also have
the ability to provide its own support ele-
ments, including logistics, airlift, intelligence,
and command and control through their min-
istries.

Not every Iraqgi unit has to meet this level
of capability in order for the Iraqgi security
forces to take the lead in the fight against
the enemy. As a matter of fact, there are
some battalions from NATO militaries that
would not be able to meet this standard. The
facts are that Iraqi units are growing more
independent and more capable. They are de-
fending their new democracy with courage
and determination. Theyre in the fight
today, and they will be in the fight for free-
dom tomorrow.

We're also helping Iraqis build the institu-
tions they need to support their own forces.
For example, a national depot has been es-
tablished north of Baghdad that is respon-
sible for supplying the logistical needs of the

ten divisions of the Iragi army. Regional sup-
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port units and base support units have been
created across the country with the mission
of supplying their own war fighters. Iraqis
now have a small air force, that recently con-
ducted its first combat airlift operations,
bringing Iraqi troops to the front in Tall
‘Afar. The new Iraqi navy is now helping to
protect the vital ports of Basra and Umm
Qasr. An Iragi military intelligence school
has been established to produce skilled Iraqi
intelligence analysts and collectors. By taking
all these steps, we're helping the Iraqi secu-
rity forces become self-supporting so they
can take the fight to the enemy and so they
can sustain themselves in the fight.

Over the past 2% years, we've faced some
setbacks in standing up a capable Iraqi secu-
rity force, and their performance is still un-
even in some areas. Yet many of those forces
have made real gains over the past year, and
Iraqi soldiers take pride in their progress. An
Iraqi first lieutenant named Shoqutt de-
scribes the transformation of his unit this
way: “T really think we’ve turned the corner
here. At first, the whole country didn’t take
us seriously. Now things are different. Our
guys are hungry to demonstrate their skill
and to show the world.”

Our troops in Iraq see the gains that Iraqis
are making. Lieutenant Colonel Todd Wood
of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is training Iraqi
forces in Saddam Hussein’s hometown of
Tikrit. He says this about Iraqi units he’s
working with: “They’re pretty much ready to
go it on their own. What theyre doing now
would have been impossible a year ago.
These guys are patriots, willing to go out
knowing the insurgents would like nothing
better than to kill them and their families.
They're getting better, and they’ll keep get-
ting better.”

Our commanders on the ground see the
gains the Iraqis are making. General Marty
Dempsey is the commander of the Multi-
national ~ Security Transition Command.
Here’s what he says about the transformation
of the Iraqi security forces: “It’s beyond de-
scription. They are far better equipped, far
better trained” than they once were. The
Iraqis, General Dempsey says, are “increas-
ingly in control of their future and their own
security—the Iragi security forces are regain-
ing control of the country.”
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As the Iragi security forces stand up, their
confidence is growing, and they’re taking on
tougher and more important missions on
their own. As the Iraqi security forces stand
up, the confidence of the Iraqi people is
growing, and Iraqgis are providing the vital
intelligence needed to track down the terror-
ists. And as the Iraqi security forces stand
up, coalition forces can stand down, and
when our mission of defeating the terrorists
in Iraq is complete, our troops will return
home to a proud nation.

This is a goal our Iraqi allies share. An
Iragi army sergeant named Abbass Abdul
Jabar puts it this way: “We have to help the
coalition forces as much as we can to give
them a chance to go home. These guys have
been helping us. Now we have to protect our
own families.” America will help the Iraqis
so they can protect their families and secure
their free nation. We will stay as long as nec-
essary to complete the mission. If our mili-
tary leaders tell me we need more troops,
I will send them.

For example, we've increased our force
levels in Iraq to 160,000, up from 137,000,
in preparation for the December elections.
My commanders tell me that as Iraqi forces
become more capable, the mission of our
forces in Iraq will continue to change. We
will continue to shift from providing security
and conducting operations against the enemy
nationwide to conducting more specialized
operations targeted at the most dangerous
terrorists. We will increasingly move out of
Iraqi cities, reduce the number of bases from
which we operate, and conduct fewer patrols
and convoys.

As the Iraqi forces gain experience and the
political process advances, we will be able
to decrease our troop levels in Iraq without
losing our capability to defeat the terrorists.
These decisions about troop levels will be
driven by the conditions on the ground in
Iraq and the good judgment of our com-
manders, not by artificial timetables set by
politicians in Washington.

Some are calling for a deadline for with-
drawal. Many advocating an artificial time-
table for withdrawing our troops are sincere,
but I believe they're sincerely wrong. Pulling
our troops out before they've achieved their
purpose is not a plan for victory. As Demo-
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cratic Senator Joe Lieberman said recently,
setting an artificial timetable would “discour-
age our troops because it seems to be head-
ing for the door. It will encourage the terror-
ists. It will confuse the Iraqi people.”

Senator Lieberman is right. Setting an arti-
ficial deadline to withdraw would send a mes-
sage across the world that America is weak
and an unreliable ally. Setting an artificial
deadline to withdraw would send a signal to
our enemies that if they wait long enough,
America will cut and run and abandon its
friends. And setting an artificial deadline to
withdraw would vindicate the terrorists’ tac-
tics of beheadings and suicide bombings and
mass murder and invite new attacks on
America. To all who wear the uniform, I
make you this pledge: America will not run
in the face of car bombers and assassins so
long as I am your Commander in Chief.

As we train Iragis to take more responsi-
bility in the battle with the terrorists, we’re
also helping them build a democracy that is
worthy of their sacrifice. And in just over 2V
years, the Iraqi people have made incredible
progress on the road to lasting freedom.
Iraqis have gone from living under the boot
of a brutal tyrant to liberation, free elections,
and a democratic constitution. And in 15
days, they will go to the polls to elect a fully
constitutional government that will lead them
for the next 4 years.

With each ballot cast, the Iraqi people
have sent a clear message to the terrorists:
Iragis will not be intimidated. The Iraqi peo-
ple will determine the destiny of their coun-
try. The future of Iraq belongs to freedom.
Despite the costs, the pain, and the danger,
Iraqis are showing courage and are moving
forward to build a free society and a lasting
democracy in the heart of the Middle East,
and the United States of America will help
them succeed.

Some critics continue to assert that we
have no plan in Iraq except to, quote, “stay
the course.” If by “stay the course,” they
mean we will not allow the terrorists to break
our will, they're right. If by “stay the course,”
they mean we will not permit Al Qaida to
turn Iraq into what Afghanistan was under
the Taliban, a safe haven for terrorism and
a launching pad for attacks on America,
they're right as well. If by “stay the course”



Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Nov. 30

they mean that we’re not learning from our
experiences or adjusting our tactics to meet
the challenges on the ground, then they’re
flat wrong. As our top commander in Iraq,
General Casey, has said, “Our commanders
on the ground are continuously adapting and
adjusting, not only to what the enemy does
but also to try to out-think the enemy and
get ahead of him.” Our strategy in Iraq is
clear; our tactics are flexible and dynamic.
We have changed them as conditions re-
quired, and they are bringing us victory
against a brutal enemy.

Victory in Iraq will demand the continued
determination and resolve of the American
people. It will also demand the strength and
personal courage of the men and women who
wear our Nation’s uniform. And as the future
officers of the United States Navy and Ma-
rine Corps, you're preparing to join this fight.
You do so at a time when there is a vigorous
debate about the war in Iraq. I know that
for our men and women in uniform, this de-
bate can be unsettling. When you're risking
your life to accomplish a mission, the last
thing you want to hear is that mission being
questioned in our Nation’s Capital. I want
you to know that while there may be a lot
of heated rhetoric in Washington, DC, one
thing is not in dispute: The American people
stand behind you.

And we should not fear the debate in
Washington. It’s one of the great strengths
of our democracy that we can discuss our
differences openly and honestly, even at
times of war. Your service makes that free-
dom possible. And today, because of the men
and women in our military, people are ex-
pressing their opinions freely in the streets
of Baghdad as well.

Most Americans want two things in Iraq:
They want to see our troops win, and they
want to see our troops come home as soon
as possible. And those are my goals as well.
I will settle for nothing less than complete
victory. In World War 11, victory came when
the Empire of Japan surrendered on the deck
of the U.S.S. Missouri. In Iraq, there will not
be a signing ceremony on the deck of a bat-
tleship. Victory will come when the terrorists
and Saddamists can no longer threaten Iraq’s
democracy, when the Iraqi security forces
can provide for the safety of their own citi-
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zens, and when Iraq is not a safe haven for
terrorists to plot new attacks on our Nation.

As we make progress toward victory, Iraqis
will take more responsibility for their secu-
rity, and fewer U.S. forces will be needed
to complete the mission. America will not
abandon Iraq. We will not turn that country
over to the terrorists and put the American
people at risk. Iraq will be a free nation and
a strong ally in the Middle East, and this will
add to the security of the American people.

In the short run, we're going to bring jus-
tice to our enemies. In the long run, the best
way to ensure the security of our own citizens
is to spread the hope of freedom across the
broader Middle East. We've seen freedom
conquer evil and secure the peace before.
In World War II, free nations came together
to fight the ideology of fascism, and freedom
prevailed. And today, Germany and Japan are
democracies, and they are allies in securing
the peace. In the cold war, freedom defeated
the ideology of communism and led to a
democratic movement that freed the nations
of Eastern and Central Europe from Soviet
domination, and today, these nations are al-
lies in the war on terror.

Today in the Middle East, freedom is once
again contending with an ideology that seeks
to sow anger and hatred and despair. And
like fascism and communism before, the
hateful ideologies that use terror will be de-
feated by the unstoppable power of freedom.
And as democracy spreads in the Middle
East, these countries will become allies in
the cause of peace.

Advancing the cause of freedom and de-
mocracy in the Middle East begins with en-
suring the success of a free Iraq. Freedom’s
victory in that country will inspire democratic
reformers from Damascus to Tehran and
spread hope across a troubled region and lift
a terrible threat from the lives of our citizens.
By strengthening Iraqi democracy, we will
gain a partner in the cause of peace and mod-
eration in the Muslim world and an ally in
the worldwide struggle against the terrorists.

Advancing the ideal of democracy and self-
government is the mission that created our
Nation, and now it is the calling of a new
generation of Americans. We will meet the
challenge of our time. We will answer his-
tory’s call with confidence because we know
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that freedom is the destiny of every man,
woman, and child on this Earth.

Before our mission in Iraq is accom-
plished, there will be tough days ahead. A
time of war is a time of sacrifice, and we’ve
lost some very fine men and women in this
war on terror. Many of you know comrades
and classmates who left our shores to defend
freedom and who did not live to make the
journey home. We pray for the military fami-
lies who mourn the loss of loved ones. We
hold them in our hearts, and we honor their
memory of every fallen soldier, sailor, air-
man, coastguardsman, and marine.

One of those fallen heroes is a marine cor-
poral named Jeff Starr, who was killed fight-
ing the terrorists in Ramadi earlier this year.
After he died, a letter was found on his laptop
computer. Here’s what he wrote, he said, “If
you're reading this, then I've died in Iraq.
I don’t regret going. Everybody dies, but few
get to do it for something as important as
freedom. It may seem confusing why we are
in Iraq. It's not to me. I'm here helping these
people, so they can live the way we live, not
to have to worry about tyrants or vicious dic-
tators. Others have died for my freedom, now
this is my mark.”

There is only one way to honor the sac-
rifice of Corporal Starr and his fallen com-
rades, and that is to take up their mantle,
carry on the fight, and complete their mis-
sion.

We will take the fight to the terrorists. We
will help the Iraqgi people lay the foundations
of a strong democracy that can govern itself,
sustain itself, and defend itself. And by laying
the foundations of freedom in Iraq, we will
lay the foundation of peace for generations
to come.

You all are the ones who will help accom-
plish all this. Our freedom and our way of
life are in your hands, and they're in the best
of hands. I want to thank you for your service
to the cause of freedom. I want to thank you
for wearing the uniform. May God bless you
all, and may God continue to bless the
United States of America.

NotE: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. in Alumni
Hall at the U.S. Naval Academy. In his remarks,
he referred to Vice Adm. Rodney P. Rempt, USN,
superintendent, U.S. Naval Academy; Adm. Mi-
chael G. Mullen, USN, Chief of Naval Operations;
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former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; senior
Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zargawi; Usama
bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organi-
zation; Lt. Col. Todd Wood, USA, commander,
2d Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment, Task Force
Liberty; and Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA,
commanding general, Multi-National Force—
Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Remarks at a Reception for
Senatorial Candidate Michael S.
Steele in Baltimore, Maryland

November 30, 2005

The President. Thank you. As Maryland
builds the bridge, you might as well make
it a “Steele” bridge. I'm proud to be here
to say to the good folks of this important
State, Michael Steele is the right man for
the United States Senate.

He’s a decent man. He’s an honorable
man. He’s a family man. Those are the kind
of traits you want when you elect somebody
to the United States Senate. And there’s no
doubt in my mind he’s going to win. People
from both political parties are going to realize
this man is capable of doing the job, that
he’ll bring dignity to the office, that he’ll help
heal racial wounds, that he’ll show there’s a
future for everybody in the State of Mary-
land.

Michael has got a record. He’s served—
you know, one of the things people look at
when they’re looking at people running for
office, do they know anything about the
economy. The truth of the matter is a lot
of people are wondering whether or not
they're going to have a job. And under the
Ehrlich-Steele administration, the unem-
ployment rate here in Maryland is 4.1 per-
cent. That's a record. It means people are
working. You can forget all the politics rhet-
oric. People need to look at the bottom line.
People of this State are working. They’re able
to make a living.

I've got some good economic news for our
Nation. The latest economic growth is at 4.3
percent. America’s workers and businesses
have overcome the challenges of two hurri-
canes and high energy prices, so the third



